








SATURDAY, 30TH AUGUST

Clcaring oui wasn't so casy. We should
have paid our port fees on Friday when
we arrived, but couldn’t because all the
offices were closed on Satorday, After
many calls tox the port caplain some-
[‘li:u;l_'!' eventually came and ook our
MOnEy 50w werse ree 1o po.

Wi stopped in o a supermarket o
et a few things, but on secing the
prices we decided we had enough on
board, e origina] plan was o |leave
on Sunday afternoon so that we could
see some of the island, but when we
got a favorable weather report we
decided o leave immediately — we'd
had enowgh of bad weather, We left
port at Spm and set course for Malc in
the Maldives, 1| 200 miles east. That
might we enjoyed our first calm might
stnce leaving 15 days before

SUNDAY, 3157 AUGUST

AL weas goimg well, there wias a south-
westerly wind of five knots, the current
wad [lowing castwards and our speed
was up [ nine knots.  Michael hooked
and released a pathver Hvely 150 Ib black
narlin thar afternocn which we had to
fight from the fiybridge because there
weas no cockpht spadce

MOMDAY, 15T SEPTEMBER

Another beautiful dhy, We Tost a rarkin
but caught two nice wahoo wihich
winald keep us fed for the wedck.

TUESDAY, 2MD SEPTEMBER
W were being roasied by now — no
wined at all, just hear, We crossed the
equator that evening and celebraced
with some Seychelles vodka,

WEDMNESDAY, 3RD SEPTEMBER

Apain a Im'g_"lg.' day — mo wind, 1 caugh
a 200 b black madin in the morning
which gave me :||,|:i|;e' a wiorkoul, The
fish newver i|_|111|14_'|,l_ staying deecp, and
with no hamess ar decent bucket and
serlously ouwt of practice | was exhaes-
ed when we finally released it an hour
fater. Im the afternoon we transferoesd
mast of e fuel off the aft deck., lashing
the drums on the foredeck to begin
cleaning up and getting the craft hack
v Iooking like a new sportflsher acain

THURSDAY, 4TH SEPTEMBER
Limbelievable, still no wind, Trunsferred
the last of our fuel imto the main ks,
and with just 250 miles o go we
|||1:;'1:|;'|;| the thrattle for the first tinee.
What a plr:hlln' - Wi were Joing 2
22 knots and getting there fasi. We
slowed again alter dark just 40 miles
from the ouler arolls,

FRIDAY, 5TH SEPTEMBER

Alver a slow course up the middle of
the atolls, we anchored off Male at Tam
oy to discover it was a public holiday
and all the government offices were
closed. Cwr contact there eventuslly

ar Iﬂlb" "I-ll -]

By sparrue g

Boating accessories

i} mat# =} hqhtul,q Clamire we

peersuacled someone o help s, and late
in the afterncon we were cleared in
Whe speeenit thee iy Cheaning up, pEqOYing
all chryemes and panring cabdne doors, etc..
back on their hinges.

After 21 days we had used 1 204
titres of diesel and teaveled 5 500 nauri-
cil miles. At around Tpm. once all the
paperwork was done, the boat was
anchored on 4 safe mooring and we
wede on A ferry to our hotel.

We asked our contact where we
might get a drink. He just Bagghed and
sald aleohaol was banned in the
Maldives!

SATURDAY, 6TH SEPTEMEBER
We slept in @ Bt and then ook a stroll
through Malé. IUs 3 very interesting
place with an amazing amount of
MErne ACTIVILY,

wie bought some new fuel Attings
and went over to the boar o fix o
temporary repairs. That night we
tracked down a pub at the airport,
which is abowut a 15-minute ferry ride
from Male town

SUNDAY, 7TH SEPTEMBER
We il & bit of fishing with the new
Caplain and crew and showed them
arvapnd the hoat. The fishing was great.
There are s0 many sailfish here, every-
where you look you see them jumping
spmetimes three ogether What a
way o end the trig. 3
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